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Synopses for La Scala Opera Series at Wehrenberg Theatres
La Traviata – Wed., March 26, 2008
Liliana Cavani directs Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata straight from the stage of La Scala with Angela Gheoghiu’s noteworthy performance as Violetta. 
La Traviata tells the story of the relationship between the beautiful courtesan Violetta Valéry and her lover the aristocratic Alfredo Germont. Alfredo’s father’s efforts hinder their relationship and serve as a catalyst for the opera’s heart-wrenching climax. 
La Traviata is regarded as one of Verdi’s finest masterpieces. With its exquisite melody, La Traviata is a perfect introduction to the art form for new audiences and a favorite of seasoned veterans.
Cast
Angela Gheorghiu (Violetta)
Natascha Petrinsky (Flora)
Tiziana Tramonti (Annina)
Ramón Vargas (Alfredo Germont)
Roberto Frontali (Giorgio Germont)
Enrico Cossutta (Gastone)
Alessandro Paliaga (Barone Douphol)
Piero Terranova (Marchese d'Obigny)
Luigi Roni (Dottor Grenvil)
Nicola Pamio (Giuseppe)
Giuseppe Nicodemo (Domestico)
Ernesto Panariello (Commissionario) 
Conductor: Lorin Maazel 

Production Team
Design: Dante Ferretti
Costumes: Gabriella Pescucci
Staging: Liliana Cavani (revived by Marina Bianchi)
Choreography: Micha van Hoecke 

Maria Stuarda – Wed., April 30, 2008 
Gaetano Donizetti’s Maria Stuarda returns to Italy’s premier opera stage for the first time since its refurbishment in 2004 and highlights prima donnas Mariella Devia and Anna Caterina Antonacci.
Maria Stuarda is a fictional tale about the political and religious conflicts between Mary Stuart, previously the Queen of Scotland, and the Protestant Queen Elizabeth I. Queen Elizabeth, who is also jealous of Mary’s romantic life, is advised to execute Mary. Mary’s condemnation and eventual execution ends this tragic opera. 
Maria Stuarda is recognized as one of Donizetti's most persuasive and dramatic scores. 

Cast
Mariella Devia (Maria Stuarda)
Anna Caterina Antonacci (Elisabetta)
Paola Gardina (Anna)
Francesco Meli (Leicester)
Carlo Cigni (Talbot)
Piero Terranova (Cecil) 
Conductor: Antonino Fogliani 

Production Team
Directed, designed and costumed by Pier Luigi Pizzi 

Il Trittico- Thu., May 15, 2008 
Celebrating the 150th anniversary of Giacomo Puccini's birth in 1858, La Scala presents a new production of Il Trittico, directed by Luca Ronconi and conducted by Riccardo Chailly.
Three separate and distinct one-act operas go from a crime of passion with a gruesome variation, through the suicide of a particular mother from despair and to the black comedy of the most exciting will forgery.
Cast
Juan Pons (Michel)
Miro Dvorski (Luigi)
Paoletta Marrocu (Giorgetta)
Anna Maria Popescu (Frugola)
Barbara Frittoli (Suor Angelica)
Mariana Lipovsek (Zia Principessa)
Leo Nucci (Gianni Schicchi)
Nino Machaidze (Lauretta)
Cinzia De Mola (Zita)
Stefano Secco (Rinuccio) 
Conductor: Riccardo Chailly 

Production Team
Design: Margherita Palli
Costumes: Silvia Aymonino 

